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SUBJECT* TERMS OF REFERENCE* NIB- 35/2 s PROBABLE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN INDOCHINA 


THE PROBLEM 


To estimate French and Chinese Communist capabilities and 
probable courses of action with respect to Indochina and the 
internal situation throughout Iniochina* NOTE# The estimate 
on the tactical military situation will run through mid-1953 0 
However 5 attention will bo given on a longer range basis to 
Vietnamese developments and French capabilities and intentions* 

QUESTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM 


lo THE CUiMSfiT SITUATION IN INDOCH INA 

Ac Lhat is the current situation in Indochina with respect 

■trm — toJAm^Mm^****** ttot iumh-f-Tr-ty. r ji 
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.© The status of combat operations in Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia? 


a 0 What trends have there been in the past six 
months in the relative military strength, 
combat effectiveness, and tactical disposition 
of the French-Indoehinese and Viet Minh forces? 

b 0 What are the present French-Indochinese capa- 
bilities tos 

(1) Expand their area of control and inflict 
heavy losses on the Viet lilnh, assuming 
the present nature and degree of Chinese 
Communist assistance to the Viet Minh} 

(2) Hold presently occupied territory in Indo- 
china against the Viet Minh operating with 
the present nature and degree of Chinese 
Communist assistance} 

(3) Resist attacks by the Viet Minh operating 
■with substantially increased Chinese Commu- 
nist assistance} 
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(U) Resist attacks by combined Viet Uinh- 
Chinese Communist combat forces? 

2o The political situation in Vietnam, Laos* and Cam* 
bod la, particularly those developments influencing 
administrative efficiency, national morale, mobili- 
sation capabilities , and relations with the French? 

3o The economic situation in Vietnam, Laos, and Cam- 
bodia as it affects national morale and mobilisation 
capabilities? 

lie The situation in Viet Hirih held territory, including 
morale „ food supply, armaments production, relations 
with the Chinese Communists, manpower resources, and 
extent ard effectiveness of controls? 

- hat is th e current nature and level of Chinese Communist 
assistance to the Viet Mirih ? 

is the current nature and level of F r ench support to 
the Associated States of Indochina? 
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3. Political 


current nature and level of US support to 
the French and Indochinese? 


lo Military 
2 0 Economic 
3, Political 


II* PACIORS AKPECTITJO FUTURE DSVELOP I. IMS IN IHDQ CHINA 


All agencies 


A * j^ gfl^Indochinese Capabilities and Probable Courses 
of Action 

lo How will French and Indochinese will and intention 
to resist be affected by the following? 


a ° Political, economic, and military developments 
in Western Europe, and within metropolitan 
France and the French Union? 
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b* Political and economic trends within Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia, including attitudes 
toward French imperial control and toward the 
Chinese Communists? (To what extent are the 
Chinese Communists regarded as conquerors and 
to what extent as liberators from white control?) 

c» Possible tripartite warnings to the CC to 
keep their troops out of Indochina? 

do Changes in the level of US economic and 
military assistance and in the nature 
of the US commitment for the defense of 
Indochina? 

e 0 A cease-fire in Korea? 

f 0 An expansion of the Korean war? 

go Political, military , and economic developments 
elsewhere in Southeast Asia? 
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2 0 Tftiat trends in French** Indochinese capabilities to 
resist or reduce Viot Minh~Chinose Coimmanist 
pressure are probable? 

a 0 In trained manpower, organised forces , and 
material supply (including US aid)? 

(1) French forces 

(2) Viotnaniese forces 

(3) laotian and Carnbodian forces 

b c In political strength, stability, and national 
morale in the Associated State#? 

Xigfr Hinh-Chineae Commun i st Capab i lities and Probabl e 
Courses of Action 

la l»0iat trends in ^iot LIinH*Chirese Conmunist capabilities 
are probable through assuming a continuation 

of the present situation in Korea* 
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a 0 In tones of trained Viet rinh manpower? 

b* In terms of Viet LHLnh ability to utilize 

i 

effectively heavy military equipment and 
to coordinate in combat all of their organized 
forces? 

Co In terms of Chinese Communist abilities 

to provide an increased volume of technical and 
material assistance? 

i do In terms of Chinese Communist ability to 

commit combat forces in Indochina? 

(1) Ground forces 

(2) Air forces 

(3) Naval forces 

(b) Logistic capabilities and limitations 

Defense agencies 2 0 What effect would an expansion of the war in Korea 
| . primary 

OIK or a cease-fire in Korea have on Communist capabilities 

in Indochina? 

j 

j 
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3o How will Viet Mnh courses of actions be affected 

by Idie followings 

a„ Failure to receive an increased level of technical 
and material assistance? 

bo Ihe economic and political situation within 
their area of control? 

Co A deterioration in their corfibat effectiveness? 

d 0 An increase in their combat effectiveness? 

e 0 Political, econoroic, and military developments 
elsewhere in Southeast Asia? 

ho How will Chinese Communist courses of action in 

Indochina be influenced by the followings 

a 0 Over-all Communist interests and policy 
in the Far East? 


SECRET 


Approved For Release 2000,08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001 000040022-1 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : gA-RftP79R01012A001000040022-1 


OIR 


i 


SECRET 


w 


bft A change in French^Indcehinese capabilities? 

Co A change in the strength and effectiveness of 
the Viet lOinh? 

do. A tripartite naming to keep their troops out 
of Indochina? 

o a Changes in the Korean vrar? 

f » Other contingencies such as the release of 

Nationalist internees in Indochina, combat 
operations by Chinese Nationalist troops in 
Southeast Asia, or against the China mainland, 
etco? 

So Vihat trends are likely in Viet ttinh-Chinese Communist 

relations? 
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